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W.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while 

avoiding plagiarism.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (including The Declaration of 

Independence, the Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address) for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features.

Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, 

convincing, and engaging.

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 

persuasiveness, or beauty of the text.

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, 

and analysis of content.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are made, how they are introduced and 

developed, and the connections that are drawn between them.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative 

impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court opinion differs from that of a newspaper).

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose

Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance (e.g., Washington’s Farewell Address, the Gettysburg Address, Roosevelt’s Four Freedoms 

speech, King’s “Letter from Birmingham Jail”), including how they address related themes and concepts.

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining 

where the text leaves matters uncertain

Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another 

to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text.

Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, 

convincing, and engaging.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The AP Language and Composition course will provide high school students with college level instruction in studying and writing various kinds of analytic or persuasive essays on 

literary and nonliterary topics in language, rhetoric and expository writing. Students will become skilled readers of prose written in various periods, disciplines, and rhetorical 

contexts. Both their reading and writing should make students aware of the interactions among a writer&#8217;s purposes, audience expectations, and subjects as well as the 

way writing conventions and language contribute to effectiveness in writing. This course will effectively prepare students for the AP Exam by enabling them to read, comprehend, 

and write about complex texts, while developing further communication skills on a college level.

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 

persuasiveness, or beauty of the text

Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word 

choices shape meaning or tone.

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 

specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).

Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to 

each other and the whole.

Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) 

create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.

Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take.

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining 

where the text leaves matters uncertain.
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Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content.

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the

usefulness of each source in answering the research question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism 

and following a standard format for citation.

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 

tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Introduce precise claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that establishes clear relationships among 

claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly, supplying evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the 

audience’s knowledge level and concerns.

Use words, phrases, and clauses to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between 

reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations

Maintain consistency in style and tone.

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), 

graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 

appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 

organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

"Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of 

both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; 

include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 

expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for 

a specific purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 9–10 on page 

54.)

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 

inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of 

each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and 

overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation.

Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 

college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 

comprehension or expression.

Use parallel structure.

Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual (e.g., MLA Handbook, Turabian’s Manual for Writers) appropriate for the discipline 

and writing type.

Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic.

Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing.

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the 

significance of the topic).

Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 

examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic.

Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome 

(e.g., a sense of mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution).

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for 

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the 

inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 

organization, and analysis of content.

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic.



L.9-10.6

L.11-12.5b

STANDARD#

W.11-12.8

W.11-12.2e, W.11-12.3c, L.6.3b, 

R.CCR.4, RL.9-10.4, RI.9-10.4, W.9-

10.1d, W.9-10.2e, W.11-12.1d, 

RL.11-12.6, RI.11-12.6, W.CCR.3, 

W.9-10.2b, W.9-10.3, W.9-10.3d, 

W.11-12.2b, W.11-12.2d, L.9-

10.1a, W.9-10.2d, L.CCR.6, L.9-

10.6, W.CCR.5, W.CCR.10, W.9-

10.1c, W.9-10.5

L.9-10.5b, L.11-12.5b, 10.2d, 

L.CCR.6, L.9-10.6, W.CCR.5, 

W.CCR.10, W.9-10.1c, W.9-10.5

Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations.

"Module Four: The Civil War

Topics Addressed: causes and effects of the Civil War, fiction and 

nonfiction works that explore the significance of the time period, 

multicultural literature of the time, humor, colloquialisms, 

analysis of imagery and detail, inductive and deductive logic, 

analysis of theme" 

R.CCR.2, R.CCR.9, RI.9-10.9, RI.11-

12.9

•To create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or 

personal experience

•To improve writing skills

•To effectively incorporate a balance of generalization and specific 

illustrative detail in their writing

•To demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as 

well as stylistic maturity in their own writings

•To learn and apply various rhetorical devices used by writers

•To produce expository, analytical, and argumentative compositions that 

introduce a complex central idea and develop it with appropriate evidence 

drawn from primary and/or secondary sources, cogent explanations and 

clear transitions

•To apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing

•To analyze images as text

•To further develop vocabulary and word study skills

•To use a wide range of vocabulary appropriately and effectively

•To analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining 

an

author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques

•To write for a variety of purposes

•To revise a work to make it suitable for a different audience

 

 

  

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and 

career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression.

Module Two: The Colonial Revolutional Edition

Topics Addressed: basic concerns of the early Americans, 

founding ideas for our democracy, narratives and speeches of 

several great writers, roles of the writers during this period of 

time, Analysis of tone, rhetorical questioning, repetition, allusion, 

diction, logical fallacies, figurative language, persuasive essay, 

parallel structure, concrete details, aphorisms, synthesis of 

images and text

SCOPE AND SEQUENCE
UNIT OUTLINE OUTCOMES

"Module One: The Early Edition

Topics Addressed: components of the course and the AP exam, 

planning and committing time and effort to successfully 

complete the course, utilizing the grading policy while completing 

assessments, MLA Citation and Documentation, results of not 

properly using citation and documentation, understanding text to 

facilitate analysis of writing conventions, Rhetorical Devices, 

Analysis of Characterization" 

Module Three: The Romantic Edition

Topics Addressed: the flowering of literature during the period of 

American romanticism, the philosophy of Transcendentalism and 

its importance in the literature of this period, getting acquainted 

with a wide range of writers and their works including short 

stories and poetry, Clichés and sexist language, style analysis, AP 

multiple choice strategies, diction, denotation and connotation


