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Wyoming Department of Education Required Virtual Education Course 
Syllabus 

2201000 Washakie County School District No.1 

Program Name Washakie #1 Online Content Area LA 

Course ID W01004G0.5078 Grade Level 12 

Course Name WOL-English IVA # of Credits 0.5 

SCED Code 
01004G0.5078 

Curriculum Type K-12 Fuel Education

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Students read selections from British and world literature in a loosely organized chronological framework. They 
analyze the themes, styles, and structures of these texts and make thematic connections among diverse authors, 
periods, and settings. Students complete guided and independent writing assignments that refine their analytical 
skills. They have opportunities for creative expression in projects of their choice. Students also practice test-taking 
skills for standardized assessments in critical reading and writing. 

WYOMING CONTENT AND PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 
STANDARD# 

https://edu.wyoming.gov/educators/standards/


RI.11-12.1 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text 
leaves matters uncertain. 

RI.11-12.2 

Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 
course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to provide a 
complex analysis; provide an objective summary of the text. 

RI.11-12.3 
Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how specific individuals, 
ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 

RI.11-12.4 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and refines 
the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text (e.g., how Madison defines 
faction in Federalist No. 10). 

RI.11-12.5 

Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her 
exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, 
and engaging. 

RI.11-12.6 

Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text in which the rhetoric is 
particularly effective, analyzing how style and content contribute to the power, 
persuasiveness, or beauty of the text. 

RI.11-12.7 

Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different media or 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to address a question or 
solve a problem. 

RI.11-12.8 Fully covered in English IIIa and English IIIb. 

RI.11-12.9 Fully covered in English IIIa and English IIIb. 

RI.11-12.10 

By the end of grade 11, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 11–CCR 
text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the 
grades 11–CCR text complexity band independently and proficiently 

W.11-12.1 
Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

W.11-12.1.a 

a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), 
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that 
logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

W.11-12.1.b 

b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant 
evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner 
that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases. 

W.11-12.1.c 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of 
the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, 
between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

W.11-12.1.d 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms 
and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

W.11-12.1.e 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
argument presented. 

W.11-12.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 

W.11-12.2.a 

a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so that each new 
element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting 
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

W.11-12.2.b 

b. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and relevant facts, 
extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples 
appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the topic. 



W.11-12.2.c 
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major sections of the text, 
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

W.11-12.2.d 
d. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such as metaphor, 
simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 

W.11-12.2.e 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms 
and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 

W.11-12.2.f 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the 
information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of 
the topic). 

W.11-12.3 
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.3.a 

a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation and its 
significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator 
and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 

W.11-12.3.b 
b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple 
plot lines, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. 

W.11-12.3.c 

c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to 
create a coherent whole and build toward a particular tone and outcome (e.g., a sense of 
mystery, suspense, growth, or resolution). 

W.11-12.3.d 
d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid 
picture of the experiences, events, setting, and/or characters. 

W.11-12.3.e 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, 
or resolved over the course of the narrative. 

W.11-12.4 

Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types 
are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

W.11-12.5 

Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific 
purpose and audience. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1–3 up to and including grades 11–12 on page 54.) 

W.11-12.6 

Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or 
shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or 
information. 

W.11-12.7 

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including 
a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of 
the subject under investigation. 

W.11-12.8 

Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using 
advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in 
terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively 
to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and 
following a standard format for citation. 

W.11-12.9 
Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research. 

W.11-12.9.a 

a. Apply grades 11–12 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Demonstrate knowledge of 
eighteenth-, nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century foundational works of American 
literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or 
topics”). 

W.11-12.9.b Assessed second semester English IVb.  

W.11-12.10 

Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, 
and audiences. 



SL.11-12.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

SL.11-12.1.a 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; 
explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research 
on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

SL.11-12.1.b 
b. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision making, set 
clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed. 

SL.11-12.1.c 

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and 
evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, 
or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

SL.11-12.1.d 

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and 
evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and 
determine what additional information or research is required to deepen the 
investigation or complete the task. 

SL.11-12.2 

Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats and media (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, 
evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies 
among the data. 

SL.11-12.3 
Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, assessing 
the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone used. 

SL.11-12.4 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence, conveying a clear and distinct 
perspective, such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning, alternative or opposing 
perspectives are addressed, and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and a range of formal and informal tasks. 

SL.11-12.5 

Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and 
evidence and to add interest. 

SL.11-12.6 

Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command of formal 
English when indicated or appropriate. (See grades 11–12 Language standards 1 and 3 on 
page 54 for specific expectations.) 

L.11-12.1 Assessed second semester English IVb. 

L.11-12.1.a Assessed second semester English IVb. 

L.11-12.1.b Assessed second semester English IVb. 

L.11-12.2 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

L.11-12.2.a a. Observe hyphenation conventions. 

L.11-12.2.b b. Spell correctly 

L.11-12.3 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, 
to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when 
reading or listening. 

L.11-12.3.a 

a. Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte’s Artful Sentences) for 
guidance as needed; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of complex texts when 
reading. 

L.11-12.4 
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases 
based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

L.11-12.4.a 
a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s 
position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

L.11-12.4.b 
b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or 
parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 



L.11-12.4.c 

c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or 
clarify its precise meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 

L.11-12.4.d 
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by 
checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

L.11-12.5 
Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings. 

L.11-12.5.a Assessed second semester English IVb. 

L.11-12.5.b b. Analyze nuances in the meaning of words with similar denotations. 

L.11-12.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, 
sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness 
level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

SCOPE AND SEQUENCE 

UNIT OUTLINE STANDARD# 
OUTCOMES 
OBJECTIVES/STUDENT CENTERED GOALS 

 

Unit 1: Heroic Battles 
Lesson 1: British and World Literature - Course 
Introduction 
Lesson 2: Introduction to Beowulf 
Lesson 3: Read "Beowulf and Grendel" 
Lesson 4: Characters in Beowulf 
Lesson 5: Review "Beowulf and Grendel" 
Lesson 6: Introduction to the Iliad 
Lesson 7: Read “Hektor and Achilleus” 
Lesson 8: Characters in “Hektor and Achilleus” 
Lesson 9: Review Heroic Epics 
Lesson 10: Discuss: Heroic Characteristics 
Lesson 11: Your Choice 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.4 
RL.11-12.10 
SL.11-12.1.a 
SL.11-12.1.b 
SL.11-12.1.c 
SL.11-12.1.d 
L.11-12.4.c 
L.11-12.4.d 
L.11-12.6 
 

● Review the content and structure of the British 
and World Literature course. 

● Identify and explain the use of poetic elements 
to enhance meaning and effect. 

● Explain how literary works and authors relate 
to the major themes and issues of their eras. 

● Analyze distinctive elements of a variety of epic 
poetry. 

● Recognize literary forms and terms. (e.g., epic 
poetry, oral tradition). 

● Recognize distinctive elements of epic poetry. 
● Analyze British and world literature from a 

variety of authors for style, audience appeal, 
cultural significance, and plot structure. 

● Interpret a variety of texts by identifying and 
examining literary elements. 

● Recognize works of fiction by British authors 
from each major literary period. 

● Identify and analyze the conventions and 
techniques used in different types of dramatic 
literature. 

● Predict text content using prior knowledge and 
text features (illustrations, titles, topic 
sentences, keywords). 

● Evaluate your responses by comparing your 
work to the self-check answers. 

● Use graphic organizers in order to clarify the 
meaning of the text. 

● Find examples in text that reveal qualities of a 
specific character. 

● Analyze the use of figurative language. 
● Recognize examples of figurative language and 

literary devices and interpret their meaning. 



● Use reference materials, footnotes, and so on 
to find meaning of unknown words and 
phrases. 

● Answer literal, inferential, evaluative, and 
synthesizing questions to demonstrate 
comprehension of texts and media. 

● Analyze variations of universal themes in 
literary texts. 

● Compare and contrast motivations and 
reactions of literary characters facing similar 
conflicts using specific examples of characters' 
thoughts, words, and actions. 

● Analyze how the author's use of figurative 
language reveals theme, sets tone, and creates 
meaning in metaphors, passages, and literary 
works. 

● Analyze how the melodies of literary language, 
including the use of evocative words and 
rhythms achieve rhetorical and aesthetic 
purposes. 

● Recall major events and main ideas from 
reading. 

● Recognize elements of oral tradition. 
● Identify characteristics of epic heroes. 
● Evaluate the effectiveness of the use of literary 

elements in the Iliad. 
● Use general printed reference materials to find 

information about a word. 
● Use general digital reference materials to find 

information about a word. 
● Predict the meaning of a word or phrase. 
● Compare the predicted meaning of a word or 

phrase to the actual definition. 
● Determine the meaning of words and phrases 

as they are used in a literary text. 
● Analyze ways in which ancient literature 

represents views or comments on life (themes). 
● Connect information and events in text to 

experience, current events, historical contexts, 
and related text and sources. 

● Develop rules, goals, and deadlines for group 
discussions while working with peers. 

● Identify strategies to promote civil, democratic 
discussions while working with peers. 

● Organize information from reading and/or 
research to prepare for a discussion. 

● Refer to evidence from texts or other research 
to support interpretations or ideas during a 
discussion. 

 



Unit 2: The Canterbury Tales 
Lesson 1: Introduction to The Canterbury Tales 
Lesson 2: Read "The Prologue" 
Lesson 3: Examine "The Prologue" 
Lesson 4: Read "The Wife of Bath's Tale" 
Lesson 5: Explore "The Wife of Bath's Tale" 
Lesson 6: Discuss: The Stories People Tell 
Lesson 7: Your Choice 
Lesson 8: Characters and Their Tales 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.5 
RL.11-12.6 
RL.11-12.10 
RI.11-12.1 
RI.11-12.2 
RI.11-12.3 
RI.11-12.4 
RI.11-12.5 
RI.11-12.6 
RI.11-12.10 
SL.11-12.1.a 
SL.11-12.1.b 
SL.11-12.1.c 
SL.11-12.1.d 
L.11-12.6 
 

● Analyze British and world literature from a 
variety of authors for style, audience appeal, 
cultural significance, and plot structure. 

● Explain how literary works and authors relate 
to the major themes and issues of their eras. 

● Identify two or more central ideas in an 
informational text. 

● Explain how multiple central ideas develop over 
the course of an informational text. 

● Explain how multiple central ideas affect one 
another to contribute to the overall complexity 
of the analysis in an informational text. 

● Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in an informational text. 

● Infer figurative, connotative, and technical 
meanings of words and phrases as they are 
used in an informational text. 

● Describe how an author of an informational 
text uses a key term and refines the meaning 
over the course of the text. 

● Identify textual evidence that most strongly 
supports an analysis of an informational text. 

● Evaluate the evidence used to support an 
analysis of an informational text to determine if 
it is strong and thorough. 

● Explain what an informational text says 
explicitly, using textual evidence for support. 

● Analyze an informational text, including making 
inferences, using textual evidence to support 
your analysis. 

● Identify ambiguities in an informational text, 
using textual evidence for support. 

● Explain ambiguities in an informational text, 
using textual evidence for support. 

● Describe the structure an author uses for his or 
her exposition or argument in an informational 
text. 

● Evaluate whether the structure of an 
informational text makes the points clear, 
convincing, and engaging. 

● Analyze the effectiveness of the structure an 
author uses in an informational text and 
recommend alternate structures, if 
appropriate. 

● Explain how style and content contribute to the 
overall impact of an informational text that 
effectively uses rhetoric. 

● Use a full range of strategies to comprehend 
fiction and nonfiction. 

● Interpret a variety of texts by identifying and 
examining literary elements. 

● Analyze distinctive elements of a variety of 
literary forms and types. 



● Recognize literary forms and terms. 
● Recognize the distinctive elements of a framed 

narrative. 
● Predict text content using prior knowledge and 

text features (illustrations, titles, topic 
sentences, key words). 

● Evaluate your responses by comparing your 
work to the self-check answers. 

● Use graphic organizers in order to clarify the 
meaning of the text. 

● Find examples in text that reveal qualities of a 
specific character. 

● Use textual evidence to draw conclusions about 
a character. 

● Analyze the use of figurative language in The 
Canterbury Tales. 

● Explain how irony develops mood in The 
Canterbury Tales. 

● Identify the figurative language in The 
Canterbury Tales. 

● Use reference materials, footnotes, and so on 
to find the meaning of unknown words and 
phrases. 

● Answer literal, inferential, evaluative and 
synthesizing questions to demonstrate 
comprehension of texts and media. 

● Analyze the historical, social, and cultural 
context of The Canterbury Tales. 

● Recall major events and main ideas from 
reading. 

● Identify major themes in a literary work. 
● Explain how voice and narrator affect 

characterization, plot, and credibility. 
● Make inferences and draw conclusions about 

the meaning of the text based on organizational 
and structural patterns. 

● Identify the elements of the plot. 
● Analyze how authors develop point of view. 
● Analyze variations of universal themes in 

literary texts. 
● Analyze ways in which ancient literature 

represents views or comments on life (themes). 
● Compare and contrast motivations and 

reactions of literary characters facing similar 
conflicts, using specific examples of characters' 
thoughts, words, and actions. 

● Connect information and events in the text to 
experience, current events, historical contexts, 
and related text and sources. 

Unit 3: Critical Skills Practice 1 
Lesson 1: Introduction 
Lesson 2: Reading Skills - Comprehension and 
Analysis 

W.11-12.3.a 
W.11-12.3.b 
W.11-12.3.c 
W.11-12.3.d 

● Review critical reading skills, writing skills, and 
language skills. 

● Use a full range of strategies to comprehend 
fiction and nonfiction. 



Lesson 3: Reading Skills - Vocabulary Analysis 
Lesson 4: Writing Skills - Identifying Errors and 
Improving Writing 
Lesson 5: Writing Skills - Responding to a 
Prompt, Session 1 
Lesson 6: Writing Skills - Responding to a 
Prompt, Session 2 
Lesson 7: Unit 3 Test 

W.11-12.3.e 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.10 
L.11-12.2.b 
L.11-12.4.a 
L.11-12.4.b 
L.11-12.6 
 

● Analyze the ways in which meaning is affected 
by structure and word choice in expository 
texts. 

● Define and use new words by studying their 
relationship to other words. 

● Evaluate your responses by comparing your 
work to the self-check answers. 

● Use roots and affixes to infer word meaning. 
● Determine word meaning by analyzing the 

context in which a word is used. 
● Analyze context (within a sentence and in larger 

sections of text) to draw conclusions about the 
nuance in word meanings. 

● Recognize and identify how authors clarify 
meanings of words through context and use 
definition, restatement, example, comparison, 
contrast, and cause and effect to advance word 
study. 

● Identify patterns of word changes that indicate 
different meanings or parts of speech. 

● Correctly use patterns of word changes that 
indicate different meanings or parts of speech. 

● Demonstrate control of grammar and an 
understanding of English usage in writing and 
speaking. 

● Identify and correct problems with grammar 
and usage in writing and speaking. 

● Produce legible work that shows accurate 
spelling. 

● Recognize grammar and usage conventions and 
apply them to writing and speaking. 

● Evaluate writing and speaking (own and 
others') for correct grammar and usage. 

● Use correct capitalization in writing. 
● Identify words and phrases that should be 

capitalized in writing samples. 
● Find and correct words and phrases that have 

improper capitalization. 
● Organize ideas in writing to ensure coherence, 

logical progression, and support. 
● Determine the purpose of an intended piece of 

writing. 
● Critique functional documents and workplace 

documents for sequencing of information and 
procedures, anticipation of possible reader 
misunderstandings, and visual appeal. 

● Demonstrate control of paragraph and 
sentence structure. 

● Select a focus, structure, and point of view 
relevant to the purpose, genre, and manuscript 
requirements. 



● Incorporate elements in writing to enhance 
meaning and for specific rhetorical and 
aesthetic purposes. 

● Use language that is appropriate, powerful, and 
clear. 

● Construct persuasive arguments to support a 
position. 

● Establish a controlling idea appropriate to the 
type of writing. 

● Establish a clear, distinctive, and coherent 
thesis or perspective and maintains a consistent 
tone and focus throughout. 

Unit 4: Love Sonnets 
Lesson 1: Introduction 
Lesson 2: Petrarchan Sonnets 
Lesson 3: Shakespearean Sonnets 
Lesson 4: Your Choice 
Lesson 5: From Sonnets from the Portuguese 
Lesson 6: From 100 Love Sonnets 
Lesson 7: Unit Review 
Lesson 8: Love Sonnets Unit Test 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.4 
RL.11-12.5 
RL.11-12.10 
W.11-12.9.a 
W.11-12.10 
L.11-12.4.c 
L.11-12.4.d 

● Explain how literary works and authors relate 
to the major themes and issues of their eras. 

● Identify major themes in a literary work. 
● Relate a literary work to primary source 

documents of its period or historical setting. 
● Identify and explain the use of poetic elements 

to enhance meaning and effect. 
● Interpret a variety of texts by identifying and 

examining literary elements. 
● Analyze how the author's use of figurative 

language reveals theme, sets tone, and creates 
meaning in metaphors, passages, and literary 
works. 

● Analyze distinctive elements of sonnets and 
other types of poems. 

● Analyze the use of figurative language in 
poetry. 

● Recognize and identify the structure and 
elements of poetry. 

● Interpret the literary elements in poetry and 
discuss the overall effect or impact. 

● Evaluate how language choice, diction, syntax, 
and delivery style affect the mood and tone of a 
poem. 

● Answer literal, inferential, evaluative, and 
synthesizing questions to demonstrate 
comprehension of texts and media. 

● Monitor comprehension by adjusting speed to 
fit the purpose, or by skimming, scanning, 
reading on, looking back, note taking, or 
summarizing what has been read so far. 

● Recognize examples of figurative language and 
literary devices and interpret their meaning. 

● Evaluate your responses by comparing your 
work to the self-check answers. 

● Use general printed reference materials to find 
information about a word. 

● Use general digital reference materials to find 
information about a word. 

● Predict the meaning of a word or phrase. 



● Compare the predicted meaning of a word or 
phrase to the actual definition. 

● Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in a literary text. 

● Infer figurative and connotative meanings of 
words and phrases as they are used in a literary 
text. 

● Appraise the impact of words with multiple 
meanings or other special language on the 
meaning and tone of a literary text. 

● Demonstrate understanding and interpretation 
of texts. 

● Write responses to literature. 
 

Unit 5: Planning a Research Paper 
Lesson 1: What Is a Research Paper? 
Lesson 2: Focus on a Topic 
Lesson 3: Plan a Research Paper 
Lesson 4: Use Different Sources 
Lesson 5: Use Literary Criticism 
Lesson 6: Take Notes, Session 1 
Lesson 7: Take Notes, Session 2 
Lesson 8: Take Notes, Session 3 
Lesson 9: Your Choice 
Lesson 10: Organize Information, Session 1 
Lesson 11: Organize Information, Session 2 
Lesson 12: Finish Your Plan 
 

RI.11-12.1 
RI.11-12.5 
W.11-12.2.a 
W.11-12.2.b 
W.11-12.2.c 
W.11-12.2.d 
W.11-12.2.e 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.6 
W.11-12.7 
W.11-12.8 
W.11-12.10 
SL.11-12.2 
L.11-12.3.a 

● Develop complex compositions using a writing 
process. 

● Use clear research questions and creative and 
critical research strategies. 

● Organize ideas in writing to ensure coherence, 
logical progression, and support. 

● Analyze expository texts. 
● Establish a clear, distinctive, and coherent 

thesis or perspective. 
● Evaluate the evidence used to support the 

author's perspective in expository texts. 
● Identify the features and rhetorical devices in 

expository texts. 
● Summarize a text in a manner that captures the 

author's viewpoint, its main ideas, and its 
elements without taking a position or 
expressing an opinion. 

● Analyze the features and rhetorical devices in 
expository texts. 

● Differentiate fact from opinion across a variety 
of texts. 

● Generalize from expository texts and make 
logical connections to other texts. 

● Recognize structural and rhetorical devices in 
writing and assess their effectiveness. 

● Evaluate effectiveness of the organizational 
pattern of expository text. 

● Identify the need for formatting, graphics, and 
multimedia to aid in comprehension when 
writing an informative or explanatory text. 

● Design and add formatting, graphics, and 
multimedia when necessary to aid 
comprehension of informative or explanatory 
text. 

● Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to manage the complexity of the 
topic in an informative or explanatory text. 



● Use techniques such as metaphor, simile, and 
analogy to manage the complexity of the topic 
in an informative or explanatory text. 

● Determine appropriate topics through a range 
of strategies. 

● Write a clear research question. 
● Conduct research using critical and creative 

strategies (for example, field studies, oral 
histories, interviews, experiments, electronic 
sources, books, journals) for finding 
information. 

● Make distinctions about the relative value and 
significance of specific data, facts, and ideas 
gathered during research. 

● Determine the accuracy of sources and the 
credibility of the author by analyzing the 
sources' validity. 

● Recognize literary criticism. 
● Make reasonable inferences and draw 

conclusions about an author's argument. 
● Generalize ideas from expository texts and 

make logical connections to other texts. 
● Verify and defend interpretations of expository 

text by using textual evidence. 
● Use systematic strategies to organize and 

record information. 
● Use note-taking strategies to record 

information (note cards or other). 
● Recognize and avoid plagiarism. 
● Organize information by classifying, 

categorizing, and sequencing. 
● Systemically organize relevant information to 

support central ideas, concepts, and themes. 
● Establish a controlling idea appropriate to the 

type of writing. 
● Write an original thesis that is clear and 

arguable. 
● Plan a clear, overall structure for writing. 
● Use prewriting strategies (such as 

brainstorming, clustering, outlining, and 
generating main idea or thesis statements) to 
prepare for writing. 

● Use prewriting strategies to prepare for writing. 
 

Unit 6: Critical Skills Practice 2 
Lesson 1: Reading Skills - Comprehension and 
Analysis 
Lesson 2: Reading Skills - Vocabulary Analysis 
Lesson 3: Writing Skills - Identifying Errors and 
Improving Writing 
Lesson 4: Writing Skills - Responding to a 
Prompt, Session 1 

RI.11-12.5 
W.11-12.1.a 
W.11-12.1.b 
W.11-12.1.c 
W.11-12.1.d 
W.11-12.1.e 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.10 

● Use a full range of strategies to comprehend 
fiction and nonfiction. 

● Recall major events and main ideas from 
reading. 

● Analyze how the author's use of figurative 
language reveals theme, sets tone, and creates 
meaning in metaphors, passages, and literary 
works. 



Lesson 5: Writing Skills - Responding to a 
Prompt, Session 2 
Lesson 6: Unit Test 

L.11-12.2.a 
L.11-12.2.b 
L.11-12.4.a 
 

● Analyze the ways in which meaning is affected 
by structure and word choice in expository 
texts. 

● Determine word meaning by analyzing the 
context in which a word is used. 

● Read from a variety of genres with accuracy, 
automaticity (immediate recognition), and 
prosody (expression). 

● Analyze British and world literature from a 
variety of authors for style, significance, 
audience appeal, cultural significance, and plot 
structure. 

● Make inferences and draw conclusions about 
the structure and elements of poetry. 

● Make inferences and draw conclusions about 
an author's argument. 

● Evaluate your responses by comparing your 
work to the self-check answers. 

● Extend your knowledge of a topic through 
research. 

● Define and use new words by studying their 
relationship to other words. 

● Apply knowledge of synonyms and antonyms to 
define words. 

● Analyze textual context (within a sentence and 
in larger sections of text) to draw conclusions 
about nuance in word meanings. 

● Distinguish between standard and nonstandard 
English. 

● Distinguish between logical and illogical 
comparisons. 

● Use other and else in comparisons. 
● Apply the understanding that usage is 

sometimes contested. 
● Identify and correct problems with grammar 

and usage in writing and speaking. 
● Produce legible work that shows accurate 

spelling. 
● Evaluate writing and speaking (own and 

others') for correct grammar and usage. 
● Use correct capitalization in writing. 
● Recognize grammar and usage conventions and 

apply to writing and speaking. 
● Use punctuation correctly in writing. 
● Use different types of clauses and phrases 

correctly in writing. 
● Use a variety of sentence structures (simple, 

compound, complex, and compound-complex) 
and lengths to reinforce relationships among 
ideas and to enhance the flow of writing. 

● Use correct spelling conventions. 
● Demonstrate control of paragraph and 

sentence structure. 



● Select a focus, structure, and point of view 
relevant to the purpose, genre, and manuscript 
requirements. 

● Establish a clear, distinctive, and coherent 
thesis or perspective and maintain a consistent 
tone and focus throughout. 

● Organize ideas in writing to ensure coherence, 
logical progression, and support. 

● Use language that is appropriate, powerful, and 
clear. 

● Construct persuasive arguments to support a 
position. 

● Determine the purpose of an intended piece of 
writing. 

● Establish a controlling idea appropriate to the 
type of writing. 

● Accumulate, review, and evaluate written work 
to determine its strengths and weaknesses and 
to set goals as a writer. 

 
Unit 7: Drafting a Research Paper 
Lesson 1: Write a Research Paper, Session 1 
Lesson 2: Write a Research Paper, Session 2 
Lesson 3: Write a Research Paper, Session 3 
Lesson 4: Write a Research Paper, Session 4 
Lesson 5: Write a Research Paper, Session 5 
Lesson 6: Learn About Multimedia 
Presentations 
Lesson 7: Plan a Multimedia Presentation 
Lesson 8: Create a Multimedia Presentation 

W.11-12.2.a 
W.11-12.2.b 
W.11-12.2.c 
W.11-12.2.d 
W.11-12.2.e 
W.11-12.2.f 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.6 
W.11-12.10 
SL.11-12.5 
L.11-12.3.a 

● Reflect appropriate manuscript requirements in 
writing. 

● Apply appropriate tools or strategies to refine 
the draft. 

● Demonstrate control of English usage in writing 
and speaking. 

● Write a first draft. 
● Include a strong beginning or introduction that 

draws in the reader. 
● Identify the need for formatting, graphics, and 

multimedia to aid in comprehension when 
writing an informative or explanatory text. 

● Design and add formatting, graphics, and 
multimedia when necessary to aid 
comprehension of informative or explanatory 
text. 

● Demonstrate control of paragraph and 
sentence structure. 

● Select a focus, structure, and point of view 
relevant to the purpose, genre, and manuscript 
requirements. 

● Establish a clear, distinctive, and coherent 
thesis or perspective and maintain a consistent 
tone and focus throughout. 

● Organize ideas in writing to ensure coherence, 
logical progression, and support. 

● Incorporate elements in writing to enhance 
meaning and for specific rhetorical and 
aesthetic purposes. 

● Use language that is appropriate, powerful, and 
clear. 

● Use examples or evidence to support the 
central idea/thesis. 



● Develop complex compositions using a writing 
process. 

● Place details appropriately to support the main 
idea. 

● Use effective transitions among all elements 
(sentences, paragraphs, and ideas). 

● Write a research paper on a literary topic. 
● Determine the most appropriate strategy for 

organizing supporting paragraphs in a coherent, 
logical sequence for a research paper. 

● Cite sources using appropriate citation 
guidelines. 

● Develop a Works Cited page. 
● Create an ending that provides a sense of 

resolution or closure. 
● Write a clear, overall structure (e.g., 

introduction, body, appropriate conclusion) for 
writing. 

● Develop a conclusion of a research paper. 
● Continue writing your first draft. 
● Use time management strategies, when 

appropriate, to produce a writing product 
within a set time period. 

● Recognize the elements of multimedia 
presentations. 

● Select an appropriate medium for each element 
of the presentation. 

● Plan, organize, develop, produce, and evaluate 
an effective multimedia presentation. 

● Design presentations of research findings. 
● Use a variety of communication techniques to 

present information that supports a clear 
position about the topic or research question. 

● Develop presentations by using clear research 
questions and creative and critical research 
strategies. 

● Begin to develop a multimedia presentation 
based on your research paper. 

 
Unit 8: Finalizing a Research Paper 
Lesson 1: Revise a Research Paper, Session 1 
Lesson 2: Revise a Research Paper, Session 2 
Lesson 3: Proofreading Your Research Paper 
Lesson 4: Polish and Rehearse Your 
Presentation 
Lesson 5: Deliver a Multimedia Presentation, 
Session 1 
Lesson 6: Your Choice 
Lesson 7: Deliver a Multimedia Presentation, 
Session 2 

W.11-12.2.a 
W.11-12.2.b 
W.11-12.2.c 
W.11-12.2.d 
W.11-12.2.e 
W.11-12.2.f 
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.6 
W.11-12.10 
SL.11-12.1.c 
SL.11-12.1.d 
SL.11-12.2.3 
SL.11-12.4 

● Revise draft for content and structure based on 
feedback. 

● Write a research paper on a literary topic. 
● Use feedback to revise your research paper. 
● Establish a clear, distinctive, and coherent 

thesis or perspective and maintain a consistent 
tone and focus throughout. 

● Use language that is appropriate, powerful, and 
clear. 

● Develop complex compositions using a writing 
process. 

● Include a strong beginning or introduction that 
draws in the reader. 



SL.11-12.5 
SL.11-12.6 
L.11-12.2.b 
L.11-12.3.a 

● Use language that is appropriate to purpose 
and audience. 

● Create an ending that provides a sense of 
resolution or closure. 

● Demonstrate control of grammar and an 
understanding of English usage in writing and 
speaking. 

● Evaluate the draft for use of ideas and content, 
organization, voice, word choice, and sentence 
fluency. 

● Add details to the draft to more effectively 
accomplish the purpose. 

● Delete irrelevant or redundant information 
from the draft to more effectively accomplish 
the purpose. 

● Demonstrate control of paragraph and 
sentence structure. 

● Select a focus, structure, and point of view 
relevant to the purpose, genre, and manuscript 
requirements. 

● Organize ideas in writing to ensure coherence, 
logical progression, and support. 

● Incorporate elements in writing to enhance 
meaning and for specific rhetorical and 
aesthetic purposes. 

● Rearrange words, sentences, and paragraphs in 
the draft in order to clarify the meaning or to 
enhance the writing style. 

● Use a variety of sentence structures (simple, 
compound, complex) to improve sentence 
fluency in the draft. 

● Apply appropriate tools and strategies to refine 
the draft. 

● Find and correct words and phrases that have 
improper capitalization. 

● Identify and correct errors in punctuation. 
● Cite sources using accepted style. 
● Proofread and edit drafts (own and others) to 

improve conventions of language. 
● Plan, organize, develop, produce, and evaluate 

an effective multimedia presentation. 
● Develop presentations by using clear research 

questions and creative and critical research 
strategies. 

● Design presentations of research findings. 
● Rehearse to pay attention to performance 

details, achieve command of the text, and 
create skillful artistic staging. 

● Deliver a polished speech that is organized and 
well suited to the audience. 

● Deliver formal and informal speeches that are 
organized, address a particular subject, and are 
tailored to the audience. 



● Listen attentively to others in formal and 
informal settings. 

● Evaluate oral presentations of self and others 
for effectiveness. 

● Pace the presentation according to audience 
and purpose. 

● Critique clarity, effectiveness, and overall 
coherence of a speaker's key points. 

● Critique a speaker's use of words and language 
in relation to the purpose of an oral 
communication and the impact the words may 
have on the audience. 

● Ask and answer questions that probe reasoning 
and evidence presented in a discussion. 

● Monitor discussions to ensure a full range of 
positions on a topic have been heard. 

● Appraise ideas and conclusions that others 
present during a discussion and respond to 
them by clarifying, verifying, or challenging. 

● Elicit divergent and creative perspectives during 
discussions. 

● Assess diverse perspectives and respond to 
them thoughtfully during discussions. 

● Synthesize comments, claims, and evidence 
made on all sides of an issue during a 
discussion. 

● Identify contradictions raised in a discussion 
and resolve them when possible. 

● Evaluate the information presented during a 
discussion and determine if additional 
information or research is required. 

● Determine a speaker's point of view or 
purpose. 

● Evaluate a speaker's reasoning. 
● Assess a speaker's use of evidence and rhetoric. 
● Assess a speaker's stance. 
● Assess a speaker's premises. 
● Assess how a speaker links ideas. 
● Assess a speaker's choice of words. 
● Assess the points that a speaker emphasizes. 
● Assess a speaker's tone. 
 

Unit 9: Hamlet 
Lesson 1: Introduction 
Lesson 2: Act 1, Session 1 
Lesson 3: Act 1, Session 2 
Lesson 4: Act 2 
Lesson 5: Act 3, Session 1 
Lesson 6: Discussion--Act 3, Session 2 
Lesson 7: Your Choice 
Lesson 8: Act 3, Session 3 
Lesson 9: Act 4, Session 1 
Lesson 10: Act 4, Session 2 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.2 
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.5 
RL.11-12.7 
RL.11-12.10 
RI.11-12.2 
RI.11-12.3 
RI.11-12.4 
RI.11-12.7 
RI.11-12.10 

● Analyze British and world literature from a 
variety of authors for style, audience appeal, 
cultural significance, and plot structure. 

● Explain how literary works and authors relate 
to the major themes and issues of their eras. 

● Identify two or more central ideas in an 
informational text. 

● Explain how multiple central ideas develop over 
the course of an informational text. 



Lesson 11: Director's Notes 
Lesson 12: Your Choice 
Lesson 13: Act 4, Session 3 
Lesson 14: Act 4, Session 4 
Lesson 15: Act 5, Session 1 
Lesson 16: Act 5, Session 2 
Lesson 17: Unit Review 
Lesson 18: Unit 9 Test 

W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.9.a 
W.11-12.10 
L.11-12.5.b 

● Explain how multiple central ideas affect one 
another to contribute to the overall complexity 
of the analysis in an informational text. 

● Determine the meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in an informational text. 

● Infer figurative, connotative, and technical 
meanings of words and phrases as they are 
used in an informational text. 

● Describe how an author of an informational 
text uses a key term and refines the meaning 
over the course of the text. 

● Identify words with similar denotations. 
● Compare and contrast the meaning of words 

with similar denotations. 
● Evaluate multiple sources of information in 

different media or formats, as well as in words, 
in order to answer a question or solve a 
problem. 

● Integrate information from multiple sources 
presented in different media or formats, as well 
as in words, into an answer or solution. 

● Use a full range of strategies to comprehend 
fiction and nonfiction. 

● Interpret a variety of texts by identifying and 
examining literary elements. 

● Identify and analyze the conventions and 
techniques used in different types of dramatic 
literature. 

● Recognize conventions and techniques used in 
dramatic literature. 

● Recognize characteristics of different types of 
dramatic literature. 

● Summarize major events and main ideas from 
reading. 

● Evaluate your responses by comparing your 
work to the self-check answers. 

● Analyze how the author's use of figurative 
language reveals theme, sets tone, and creates 
meaning in metaphors, passages, and literary 
works. 

● Find examples in text that reveal qualities of a 
specific character. 

● Support important ideas and viewpoints 
through accurate and detailed references to 
the text and to other works. 

● Interpret the use of imagery, language, 
universal themes, and unique aspects of the 
text. 

● Compare and contrast motivations and 
reactions of literary characters facing similar 
conflicts using specific examples of characters' 
thoughts, words, and actions. 



● Interpret the literary elements in Hamlet and 
discuss the overall effect or impact. 

● Explain how setting and characterization relates 
to themes of Hamlet. 

● Identify words and phrases that reveal the tone 
of Hamlet. 

● Use textual evidence to draw conclusions about 
a character. 

● Use textual excerpts to support an 
interpretation of a theme in Hamlet. 

● Interpret how a scriptwriter's use of words 
creates tone and mood and advances the 
theme or purpose of work. 

● Compare various dramatic readings and 
contrast the effective use of conventions and 
techniques. 

● Analyze the philosophical arguments presented 
in literary works to determine whether the 
authors' positions have contributed to the 
quality of each work and the credibility of the 
characters. 

● Write responses to literature. 
● Demonstrate understanding and interpretation 

of texts. 
Unit 10: Semester Review and Test 
Lesson 1: Your Choice 
Lesson 2: Your Choice 
Lesson 3: Semester Review, Session 1 
Lesson 4: Semester Review, Session 2 
Lesson 5: Semester Test 

RL.11-12.1 
RL.11-12.4 
RL.11-12.10 
RI.11-12.10 

● Analyze literary elements found in the texts. 
● Demonstrate mastery of the objectives covered 

in this semester's units. 
● Demonstrate understanding and interpretation 

of texts. 
● Evaluate your responses by comparing your 

work to the self-check answers. 
● Review and practice critical skills in reading and 

writing 
 

 


