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Identify basic economic concepts (e.g., supply, demand, price, and trade). 

Identify and describe how science and technology have affected production and distribution locally, nationally, and globally (e.g., trains and natural resources).

Describe how small changes can lead to big changes (cause and effect) (e.g., discovery of electricity).

Use digital tools to learn about social studies concepts. 

Describe how tools and technology makes life easier; describe how one tool or technology evolves into another (e.g., telegraph to telephone to cell phone or horse-drawn wagon to 

railroad to car); identify a tool or technology that impacted history (e.g., ships allowed for discovery of new lands or boiling water prevented spread of disease).

Identify, describe, and use local physical and human characteristics to discuss the similarities and differences between parts of the community.

Use the human features of a community to describe what makes that community special (e.g., cultural, language, religion, food, clothing political, economic, population, and types 

of jobs in an area) and why others want to move there or move away from there.

Identify how people may adjust to and/or change their environment in order to survive (e.g., clothing, houses, foods, and natural resources). 

Identify what kinds of information can be found in different resources (e.g., library, computer, atlas, and dictionary).

Discuss different groups that a person may belong to (e.g., family, neighborhood, cultural/ethnic, and workplace) and how those roles and/or groups have changed over time.

SCOPE AND SEQUENCE

In Social Studies 4 B, the student will focus on the study of five unique geographic regions of the United States: the Northeast, the Southeast, the Midwest, the Southwest, and the West.  In this 

course, the student will explore each region in depth in order to understand the distinctive features of the regions, as well as the common threads that unite the country. The student will learn to use 

different types of maps and other geographic tools and to apply geographic skills and concepts. The course emphasizes that where people live influences how they live, the role of the individual in 

the community, and how things change over time. Reading, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills lessons are incorporated throughout the course. The course text is Pearson’s myWorld Social 

Studies: Regions workbook. Multimedia resources, including videos and interactive websites, enhance and support the content. The course content may vary by state.

WYOMING CONTENT AND PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
BENCHMARK

•Identify and describe specific geographic regions within the United States, and within your 

state, based on a variety of factors (e.g., climate, landforms or terrain, natural resources, 

population, economic activity, vegetation, political boundaries). 

•Explain how different factors shape geographic regions of various sizes. 

•Compare physical and human characteristics of regions in your state and in the nation.

•Evaluate the contributions of the Framers of the Constitution and other key historical 

figures, including those from your state, to the founding of the United States and the 

shaping of the nation’s government

•Describe the impact of diversity on your community, state and nation. Explain the 

contributions of various cultural, ethnic, racial, and religious groups to the development of 

your state, the nation, and the world

•Use and create different types of maps (e.g., physical, political, special purpose, thematic), 

as well as other geographic tools (e.g., photographs, charts, graphs) to analyze and share 

geographic information, including the following: climate, elevation, human landmarks, 

physical landmarks, population density, regions, plus specific locations
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OUTCOMES

Identify and describe the ways groups (e.g., families, communities, schools, and social organizations) meet human needs and concerns (e.g., belonging, self-worth, and personal 

safety) and contribute to personal identity and daily life.

Identify and describe ways in which expressions of culture influence people (e.g., language, spirituality, stories, folktales, music, art, and dance).

Identify differences between primary and secondary sources. Find primary and secondary sources about an historical event. Summarize central ideas in primary and secondary 

resources.    

Identify and describe characteristics and contributions of local and state cultural groups in Wyoming.

Identify and describe the tensions between cultural groups, social classes and/or individuals in Wyoming and the United States (e.g., Martin Luther King Jr., Helen Keller, 

Sacagawea, and Chief Washakie).

COURSE DESCRIPTION

UNIT OUTLINE

Unit 1: Regions: The Northeast 

In this unit, students will learn about the natural beauty of the 

Northeast region of the United States. They will examine the 

unique landforms, bodies of water, resources, and weather in the 

Northeast. They will learn about past settlements and 

interactions of the Native Americans and immigrants in the 

Northeast. At the end of the unit, students will learn how cities in 

the Northeast are centers of commerce and culture. Throughout 

the unit, students will practice making generalizations based on 

facts and ideas.
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Unit 3: Regions: The Midwest 

In this unit, Students will learn about the valuable geographic 

features that the Midwest region of the United States offers, such 

as rich natural resources, fertile farmlands, and key waterways. 

They will learn about the experiences of past and present-day 

groups of people who settled in this region. They will also learn 

how the diversity of the population has led to a rich culture in the 

region. Throughout the unit, students will practice categorizing 

information.

•Identify the main areas of the Southeast region

•Identify and describe the impact of climate and resources on the Southeast

•Identify important historical events that shaped the Southeast region and describe how 

Native Americans contributed to that history

•Identify the conditions that have led to growth and change in Southeast cities; Identify 

cultural traditions of the Southeast

•Differentiate between facts and opinions

Unit 4: Regions: The Southwest 

In this unit, students will learn about the diversity of natural 

beauty that the Southwest region of the United States offers by 

taking a look at deserts, canyons, oil fields, and land features 

associated with different climate regions. They will learn how 

many of these geographic features have attracted many people 

of the past and present to the region. They will also understand 

how the Southwest region of the United States continues to grow 

today. Throughout the unit, students will practice identifying 

cause and effect relationships.

•Identify and describe the unique landforms, bodies of water, resources, and wildlife in the 

Southwest

•Identify ways in which the people of the Southwest have adapted to the region's arid and 

semiarid warm climate

•Identify and describe the diversity of cultures that have contributed to the Southwest's 

history, including Mexican, Native American, and Spanish

•Identify Native American groups living in the Southwest before explorers, missionaries, and 

settlers came to the region

•Identify cause and effect relationships; Identify steps for using a search engine to find 

information on the internet and conduct research

Unit 5: Regions: The West 

In this unit, students will learn about the geographic features of 

the Western region of the United States by taking a close look at 

its various mountain chains, diverse climates, and variety of rich 

resources. They will learn about Native Americans who settled in 

the region. They will also learn how the area appealed to many 

people, which led to later migration and settlement by explorers, 

missionaries, farmers, business people, and tourists. Throughout 

the unit, students will compare and contrast information.

•Identify and describe the variety of landforms, climates, and unique resources that have 

shaped the way of life of people in the region

•Identify the Native American groups who lived in the West before Spanish settlers arrived

•Identify the many ports used for trading with other countries that border the Pacific Ocean

•Compare and contrast information

Unit 2: Regions: The Southeast 

In this unit, students will learn about the valuable and rich 

geographic features of the Southeast region of the United States. 

This region offers a warm climate, fertile land, and an abundance 

of rich natural resources. They will learn how the area appealed 

to the Cherokees and many European settlers, and it continues to 

be a desired destination for many people today. They will learn 

how this region played an important part in the nation’s Civil War. 

Throughout the unit, students will practice differentiating 

between facts and opinions.

•Identify and describe the Midwest's unique climate, landforms, bodies of water,  and 

resources

•Identify and describe the process through which the Midwest became a transportation 

center of the United States

•Identify and describe how the Midwest's farmland and other resources attracted settlers, 

which also led to the growth of cities and factories

•Categorize information; Identify economic trends in the Midwest today


